
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Minutes of a Meeting of the Standards Committee held on Friday, 3 March 2017 at 
2.00 pm in Committee Room 4, County Hall, Kendal

PRESENT:

County Councillors

Mr F Cassidy
Mr LN Fisher
Mr JS Holliday
Mrs GR Troughton
Mrs J Willis

Independent Members

Mr S Sim (Chair)

Also in Attendance:-

 Ms I Puzio - Acting Monitoring Officer / Senior Manager Legal and 
Democratic Services 

4 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr L Fisher and Mr K Fryer.

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no disclosure of interests made at the meeting.

6 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 20 July 2017 were 
confirmed, as circulated, and thereupon signed by the Chair. 

7 REVIEW OF THE PROTOCOL FOR INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS 
REGARDING BREACHES OF THE MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT

Consideration was given to a report by the Monitoring Officer and Senior Manager- 
Legal and Democratic Services.  The report had attached to it a draft revised 
Protocol for Investigation of Complaints and a revised form for the making of such 
complaints.

The Monitoring Officer explained that the revisions to the documents were a result 
of issues observed by her when dealing with complaints under the current protocol.  
The aim of the revised Protocol and Complaints form was not to change the process 
as such but rather aimed to provide greater clarity and detail for members and 
complainants so that they could understand at the outset the process that will be 
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followed by the Monitoring Officer.  Nothing in the revised documents changes any 
of the formal process that has previously been agreed by Council.
The members discussed the documents and suggested a number of changes.  It 
was agreed that those changes be made to the documents and the final versions be 
attached to the minutes as part of the record of the meeting.

RESOLVED that the Protocol for Investigation of Complaints and the Complaints 
Form be agreed, subject to the changes discussed at the meeting 
being incorporated into the documents.

8 COMPLAINTS

The Monitoring Officer reported that seven complaints against members had been 
received in the last twelve months.  

Two complainants had refused to engage appropriately with the protocol for dealing 
with complaints and the Monitoring Officer had therefore declined to progress the 
complaints.

After some initial enquiry by the Monitoring Officer, she had concluded that three of 
the complaints should not be progressed as they were either not breaches of the 
Members Code of Conduct or the complaint had already been considered 
elsewhere.  A resolution was agreed between all parties on one further complaint 
and the matter had therefore been closed.

The final complaint had been recently received and was not yet concluded.

RESOLVED that the position be noted.

9 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Dates of future meetings had been scheduled as follows:

Tuesday 5 September 2017, 10:00am at Cumbria House, Carlisle.

The meeting ended at 3.45pm


